Message

From: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/23/2018 12:11:50 PM

To: Dunn, Alexandra [dunn.alexandra@epa.gov]

CC: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: New Hampshire Public Radio: EPA Will Develop Formal Limits On PFAS Chemical Contamination - With Input

From Portsmouth

You may have already seen this, but wanted to send it your way. Aside from the part on the ATSDR study at the end, this
is really positive. Thanks for pinch hitting so quickly yesterday!

Molly

httonhor org/oost/ena-will-develop-formallimits-pfas-chemical-contamination-input-nortsmouthéstrean,/0

Annie Ropeik

The Hnvironmental Protection Agency will develop new regulations on certain industrial chemicals in
drinking water. The substances, called PFAS, have been a problem on New Hampshire's Seacoast and
elsewhere.

EPA Admunstrator Scott Pruitt said at a summit on PFAS 1in Washington on Tuesday that they H talk
about the issue in Portsmouth next month.

New Hampshire environmental regulators joined officials from at least 30 other states and tribes at the
surmmit.

One advocate from the Seacoast, Testing for Pease founder Andrea Amico, also met with federal otficials
before the summut,

PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) are a huge class of man-made chemicals sometimes called
PF(Cs. They were common until recently in everything from non-stick cookware to firefighting foam.

Some studies have linked some types of PFAK to cancer and other health 1ssues.
New Hampshire and other states base their PFAS standards on a 2016 non-binding EPA health advisory.

But some states use a stricter standard — which some affected residents say can make all the regulations
feel arbitrary.

ED_002300_00000684-00001



Now, the EPA says it will create a hard legal himit, called a maximum contamnant level, for PFAS
chemicals in drinking water.

Speaking from the sumnut at EPA headauarters, New England EPA chief Alexandra Dunn told NHPR
that standard will be based on available testing technology and cost, as well as health risks,

"Candor” and "Priorities”

she says the agency also wants to list some types of PFAS as hazardous substances at federal toxic waste
sites, and it wants to do more soientific analyus.

"A lot of the conversation [Tuesdav] was about how we handle uncertainty when our science 1s not
moving as quickly as the communities need it to be,” she savs. "1 think the conclusion .. was that we
need to be open and transparent about what we know and what we don't know.”

Dunn says the Portsmouth meeting will be the first stop on a national listening tour. It's tentatively
scheduled for June 25 and 26.

PFAS chemicals were tound in high levels in the water of residents and businesses around Pease

fiernational Tradeport in 2014, Pease will now take center stage in a separate upcoming federal
study on the chemicals.

Some Seacoast residents also fear PFAS may be spreading from the Coakley Landfill Superfund site,
though officials say water supplies around that site are safe to drink.

Either way, Dunn says she recognizes residents are worried. She says the EPA wants to hear from
restdents in Portsmouth and around New England about their experiences:

"I think their candor will be very yportant,” she says. “But I'd also like their input on priortization.”
U5, Senator Maggie Hassan says she’ll attend the Portsmouth meeting,

In a Tweet, she calls the meeting “a valuable opportunity for EPA to respond to concerns {and]
incorporate suggestions into therr plan.

Calls for Transparency

Hassan has also jomned some colleagues in Congress in calling for the EPA to allow the release of a
particular recent study on PFAS.

The agency has reportediy blocked publication of that study by an arm of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The study reportedly suggests some PFAS chemicals endanger human health at far lower levels than the
EPA currently advises.

In g letier to Michigan Congressman Dan Kildee, provided to NHPR, EPA Administrator Scott Prustt says
his agency “does not have the authonty to release this study”™ and says “the Department of Health and
Human Services ... has the authonity to release it.”
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New Hampshire Congresswoman Carol Shea-Porter also wants the study released.

“Our communuties deserve answers, and the EPA seems fo be doing everything n its control to block the
public from getting them,” Shea-Porter says i a statement. “It’s reprehensible.”

She also referred to reports that EPA secunity physically evected 3 yournabist who was trying to enter the
PFAS summit Tuesday. And she criticized the EPA for inviting a member of a chemicals industry
lobbying group to discuss the science of PFAS at the summit.
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